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Tangsa language 


Tangsa, also Tase and Tase Naga, is a Sino-Tibetan languages or 
language cluster spoken by the Tangsa people of Burma and north¬ 
eastern India. Some varieties, such as Shangge, are likely distinct 
languages. There are about 60,000 speakers in Burma and 40,000 
speakers in India. 


Geographical distribution 


Tangsa is spoken in the following locations of Myanmar 
( Ethnologue ). 

■ Hkamti Distr ict, Sa gaing Division : Nanyun , Pangsau, 

Lahe , and Hkamti townships 

■ Myitky ina District , Kachi n State: Shinbwiyan and Tanai 
townships 

In India, Tangsa is spoken in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. Below 
are locations for some varieties of Tangsa. 

■ Jugli: Kantang, Longlung, and Rangran villages, central 
Tirap District, Arunachal (Rekhung 1988)^ 

■ Lungchang: Changlang, Rangkatu, and Kengkhu villages, eastern Tirap District, Arunachal 
(Rekhung 1988)! 7 ! 

■ Tutsa: Sabban area, Changlang Subdivision, western Changlang District (also in southeastern 
Tirap District), Arunachal (Rekhung 1992)^ 

■ Chamchang (Kimsing):Nongtham, Jotinkaikhe, Kharsang, Songking, Injan of Miao Sub¬ 
division and Nampong-Jairampur-Nampong sub-division of Changlang district. Chamchang 
dialect is adopted as lingua -franca by many sub-tribes in India as well as in Sagaing Division 
of Myanmar. Infact the first complete Bible of the Tangsas has been translated in 
Chamchang(Kimsing) by the Bible Society of India. 

■ Mungshang: Nayang village, Miao area & Theremkan village, Nampong circle, Changlang 
District, Arunachal (Rekhung 1999)^ 
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Ethnologue also lists the following languages. 


■ Lao Naga (Law, Loh) (ISO 639 nlq (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/nlq)): 1,000 
speakers (as of 2012) in Lahe Township. Most similar to Chen-Kayu Naga and the Chuyo and 
Gakat dialects of Tase Naga. 

■ Chen-Kayu Naga (Kyan-Karyaw Naga) (ISO 639 nqq (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/ 
nqq)): 9,000 speakers (as of 2012) in 13 villages of Lahe Township. Dialects are Chen (Kyan) 
and Kayu (Kahyu, Kaiyaw, Karyaw, Kayaw). Most similar to the Chuyo and Gakat dialects of 
Tase Naga. 


Dialects 


There are four principal varieties, 

■ Muklom 

■ Pangwa Naga 

■ Ponthai 

■ Tikhak 

Ethnologue 

Ethnologue lists the following dialects of Tase (Tangsa), some of which may actually be separate, mutually 
unintelligible languages. 

■ Bote (Bongtai, Butay, Hteinpa, Nokpa, Nukpa) 

■ Chamchang (Kimsing) 

■ Champhang (Thamphang) 

■ Chuyo (Wanggu, Wangoo) 

■ Gaha (Halum) 

■ Gakat (Wakka, Wanga) 

■ Gaqchan (Gashan) 

■ Gawkchung (Kochong) 

■ Henchin (Sanching, Shangchein) 

■ Kaisan (Kyetsan) 

■ Khalak or Khilak (Hkalak) 

■ Lakki (Lakai) 

■ Lama 

■ Lochang (Lanchein, Langshin) 

■ Lumnu 

■ Lungri 

■ Moshang (Mawshang) 

■ Miku (Maihku) 

■ Mitay (Maitai) 

■ Mungre (Mawrang, Morang) 

■ Nahen (Nahim, Nahin) 

■ Ngaimong (Maimong, Ngaimau) 

■ Pingku (Pyengoo) 





■ Ranchi (Rangchein) 

■ Rasa 

■ Rara 

■ Ranu, Ringkhu (Rangkhu) 

■ Sansik (Sheiknyo, Siknyo, Sikpo) 

■ Shangti (Sangtai, Shangthi) 

■ S hang wan (Chang wan, Shangwal, Shawvel) 

■ Shekyu (Sangche, Sanke, Shaekjeng, Shaekyeu) 

■ Shokra (Sawkrang, Shaukra, Shograng) 

■ Toke (Tawkay) 

■ Yangno 

■ Chamkok (Tamko, Thamkok) 

■ Cholim (Tawlum, Tulim, Tulum) 

■ Hachum (Chumnyu, Chumsa, Gachung) 

■ Hakhun (Gakhun) 

■ Hacheng (Hakyai) 

■ Haman (Gaman) 

■ Hapaw 

■ Hasik (Awla, Awlay, Laju) 

■ Kumka (Kum Ga, Kumga) 

■ Rera (Ronrang) 

■ Asen (Aasen, Hansin, Raqsa, Yasa) 

■ Hakhu (Gakhi, Hachi, Hakhii, Hatse) 

■ Hokuq 

■ Jongi (Dongai, Donghee, Dongi) 

■ Kon (Chawang, Kyawan, Yawngkon, Yongkon) 

■ Kotlum (Kawlum) 

■ Lonyung (Galawn, Galun) 

■ Lungkhi (Longkhai) 

■ Maitai (Meitei, Mitay) 

■ Riha(Lulum) 

Kyan and Karyaw, two closely related Konyak speech varieties, as well as Lao (Law, Loh) Naga, are 
reportedly similar to the Chuyo and Gakat dialects ( Ethnologue ). 

Alternate names for Tase (Tangsa) given in Ethnologue include: 

■ Haimi 

■ Hawa 

■ Heimi 

■ Kuwa 

■ Pangmi 

■ Pangwa 

■ Rangpan 

■ Rangpang 

■ Tangshang 





■ Tangwa 

■ Tase 

Morey (2017) 

Within Tangsa, the Pangwa group has about 20 subgroups in India. The Pangwa had migrated from 
Myanmar to India in the 20th century (Morey 2017). Pangwa subgroups are listed below, with autonyms 
listed in parentheses 

■ Tonglum (autonym: cho^im 1 , teolim, Cholim) 

■ Langching (autonym: lo 2 c h ar] 3 , lote h arj , Lochhang) 

■ Kimsing (autonym: team tear], Chamchang) 

■ Ngaimong (autonym: rjaimor]) 

■ Maitai (ma/'fa/; Motai) 

■ Ronrang (autonym: nura, Rera, Rura) 

■ Sangkhe 

■ Lakkai (Lakki) 

■ Mossang (Mueshaung) 

■ Morang (Mungray) 

■ Hachheng (Hacheng) 

■ Khalak (Khilak) 

■ Longri 

■ Sangwal 

■ Jogly (Joglei) 

■ Lungkhe 

■ Haso 

■ Dunghi 

The Tikhak group consists of:^ 10 ^ 

■ Longchang 

■ Tikhak 

■ Nokjah 

■ Yongkuk 

■ Kato (currently extinct) 

Other subgroups that do not belong to either the Pangwa or Tikhak groups are:^ 10 ^ 

■ Moklum 

■ Ponthai (Nukta) 

■ Havi (Hawoi) 

■ Hakhun (ha ? k h un) 

■ Thamphang ( teamparj , Champang) 

■ Thamkok (Chamkok) 

■ Halang (Hehle) 





Besides Pangwa and Tikhak, other Tangsa groups are^ 11 ] 

■ Muklom (Muklom, Hawoi) 

■ Phong (also known as Ponthai) 

Lann (2018) 

Lann (2018:8) classifies the Tangsa language varieties as follows, and recognizes 11 subgroupsJ 12 ^ IPA 

transcriptions for dialect names are also provided (Lann 2018:4-6)J 13 ^ 

■ Upland Pangva: Shecyii (ee 2 .tw 2 ), Chamchang ( tarn 2 , tarf), Mungre (mug 2 .. re 2 ), 

Mueshaungx ( mm 3 .eaog 3 ), Lochang ( lo 3 .t h ag 3 ), Haqcyeng ( ha?.terf), Ngaimong ( gaj 2 .morf), 
Shangvan (eag 2 .van 2 ), Joglei (juk.li 2 ), Cholim ( to 2 .lim 2 ), Longri ( log 3 .ii 2 ), Jongi ( dje 2 .gi 3 ), 

Maitai (may 3 , fay 3 ) 

■ Eastern Pangva 

■ Eastern Pangva A: Lungkhi ( lug 2 .k h i 3 ), Khalak (k h .lak), Gachai ( g.t h aj 2 ) 

■ Eastern Pangva B: Rinkhu ( jin 2 .k h u 2 ), Nakkhi ( nak.k h i 2 ), Rasi (ia 2 .si 2 ), Rasa (ia 2 .sa 2 ), 
Rera ( ie 2 .ia 2 ), Kochung ( ko 2 .t h urf), Shokra ( eok.ja 2 ), Shangthi (eag 2 .t h i 2 ), Shanchin 
(ean 2 .t h in 2 ), Khangchin, Khangdu, Lawnyung ( lon 2 .jurf), Yangbaivang ( jag 2 .ban 2 .varf), 
Gaqha ( ga?.ha 2 ), Raraq ( ja 2 .ja7), Raqnu {ia?.nu 2 ), Kotlum ( kot.lum 2 ), Assen ( a.sen 2 ), 
Hasa ( ha 2 .sa 3 ) 

■ Yungkuk-Tikhak: Yungkuk (jor] 2 .kuk ), Tikhak ( ti 2 .k h ak ), Longchang (lor] 3 , tarj 2 ), Muklum 
( mok.lum 2 ), Havi (ha 2 .vi), Kato (ka 2 .to 3 ), Nukyaq 

■ Ole: Nahen (na 3 .hen 3 ), Lumnu ( lum 2 .nu 3 ), Yangno ( jer] 2 .no 3 ), Kumgaq, Haqpo ( ha?.po 2 ), 
Chamkok ( tam 2 .kok ), Champang (tarn 2 .par] 2 ), Haqcyum (ha?.turn), Tawke (to 2 .ke 3 ), Hokuq 
(iho 3 .ku7) 

■ Kon-Pingnan: Yongkon (kon 3 ), Chawang, Nukvuk, Miku (mi 2 .ku 2 ), Pingku (pirj 2 .ku 2 ), Nansa 
(nan 3 .sa 3 , Nyinshao) 

■ Haqte: Haqkhii (ha?.k h Y 2 ), Haqman (ha?.man 2 ), Bote (bo.te 2 ), Lama (ku 3 .ku 2 ), Haqkhun 
(ha?.k h un 2 ), Nocte (nok.te 2 ), Phong (p h orj, Ponthai), Tutsa (tup.sa 3 ) 

■ Olo: Haqsik (ha?.tsik), Lajo (la 2 .jo 2 ) 

■ Ola: Kaishan (kaj 2 .ean 3 ) 

■ Sandzik (san 2 .dik) 

■ Cyokat: Chuyo (tu 3 .jo 2 ), Gaqkat (g.ka?), Wancho (van 3 .to 2 ) 

■ Kunyon: Kuku (ku 3 .ku 2 ), Makyam (porj 2 .pon 3 Pongnyuan) 

Lann (2018:4) lists the Aktung, Angsii-Angsa, Giiyii, Gawngkaq, Khangcyu, Khangdo, Kumgaq, Punlam, 

Nukyaq, and Vangtak-Vangkaq dialects as being extinct or nearly extinct J 14 ^ 
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